800 Michaelian Office Building
148 Martine Avenue, 8th Floor
White Plains, New York 10601
(T) 914-995-2826; (F) 914-995-3884

Clements@westchestetlegislators.com

Follow us online:

€& @ Westchesterl egislators
B @WestchesterBOL.

© @WVBOL

www.estchesterlegislators.com
Watch meetings live or on-demand

I am proud to serve on the
Westchester County Gun Violence
Prevention Taskforce (WCGVPT), led
by the County Executive Office and
County Legislators, which will begin
actively working in 2025 to combat
gun violence throughout our com-
munities. This task force builds on the
important work already being done by
the Westchester County Department
of Public Safety, expertly run by Com-
missioner Terrance Raynor, which in-
cludes the efforts of Community Re-
source Officers (CROs) and School
Resource Officers (SROs) who help
keep our schools and neighborhoods
safe.

The WCGVPT is a crucial step
forward in preventing gun violence
across Westchester County. By bring-
ing together agencies, organizations,
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and community members, we aim to
address the social conditions and in-
fluences that lead young people to gun
violence. The task force will engage
both victims and perpetrators in mean-
ingful conversations and advocate for
the necessary resources to develop ef-
fective prevention and intervention
strategies.

This task force exemplifies the
power of unified leadership. Together,
we are fostering collaboration across
all levels of government, law enforce-
ment, nonprofits, and businesses.
With this team in place, we are mak-
ing significant strides toward creating
safer communities for everyone in

Westchester County. m
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It is an honor and privilege to
represent the people of Pelham, Pel-
ham Manot, and New Rochelle on the
Westchester County Board of Legisla-
tors. As we approach the end of an-
other productive year, I want to reflect
on our progress and the opportunities
ahead. Your steadfast engagement and
dedication make Westchester County
a remarkable place to live, work, and
thrive.

Over the past year, we have focused
on key priorities such as housing afford-
ability, infrastructure improvements,
and public safety. I'm proud to share
that we passed a balanced budget for
2025, retaining Westchester County’s
triple-A credit rating, which reflects our
commitment to responsible fiscal man-
agement. This budget prioritizes critical
areas such as child care, mental health
resources, affordable housing, and pub-
lic safety without raising county taxes
for the fifth consecutive yeat.

We have also strengthened partner-
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ships with nonprofit organizations and
community-based programs that pro-
vide essential services to residents of
District 11 and beyond. These organi-
zations, like the Boys and Girls Club of
New Rochelle, the YMCA of New Ro-
chelle, and Hope Community Services,
play a vital role in supporting our most
vulnerable neighbors, fostering oppor-
tunities for our youth, and enriching the
lives of seniofs.

Investments in infrastructure have
been another primary focus this year. By
addressing longstanding flooding con-
cerns and ensuring our roads and facili-
ties are well-maintained, we’re building
a stronger foundation for the future.
I’'m particularly proud of our work to
support small businesses, which remain
a cornerstone of our local economy.

Community is at the heart of what
we do. Events like the New Rochelle
Police Department’s National Night
Out demonstrate how collaboration
between law enforcement and residents

fosters trust and unity. I'm also excited
about new initiatives led by partners
like Pelham Together, which continue
to promote safety, health, and common
sense for youth in our district.

Serving as your county legislator
for the past seven years has been one
of the greatest privileges of my life. I
am committed to continuing this work
and ensuring that the voices of Pelham,
Pelham Manor, and New Rochelle are
heard loud and clear in the decision-
making process. Together, we will build
on our achievements and address the
challenges ahead with determination
and optimism.

Thank you for your ongoing sup-
port and for being an integral part of
this vibrant community. I look forward
to continuing to serve and work along-
side you in the years to come.

Sincerely,

—_—

Safety Measures for Domestic Violence Survivors

Survivors of domestic and gender-based violence are safer now in Westchester County, thanks to an Act that al-

lows them to receive free installation of new locks and security cameras. This initiative aims to protect victims and

their families, motivated by past tragedies where safety measures could have made a difference. The Act follows a

similar ordinance in New York City, recognizing the urgent need for enhanced security. In 2022, the County saw a

concerning rate of 17 reported domestic violence cases per 10,000 residents, with many more likely going unreported
due to fear of retaliation. Created in collaboration with the Westchester County Office for Women, the County Execu-
tive’s Office, and with guidance from the Pace Women’s Justice Center, the Act allows documented survivors to apply

as soon as it takes effect. m
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School Bus Safety
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As an educator, and in my role as
Chair of Public Safety, nothing is more
dear to me than the safety of West-
chester’s schoolchildren. I am proud to
share that Westchester County Board
has unanimously passed a Local Law
amending Chapter 705, implement-

ing a demonstration program aimed
at holding vehicle owners accountable
for failing to stop for school buses
displaying red visual signals and stop-

911 Call Centers

The Board approved a $1.3
million Bond Act to upgrade the
County’s Public Safety Answering
Points (PSAP) system, also known
as 911 Call Centers. These call
centers are essential for handling
emergency calls and coordinating
the necessary responses, receiv-
ing calls from both landlines and
mobile phones. With this approval,
the County will acquire new equip-
ment, software, and implementa-
tion services to ensure the system
upgrade.

This upgrade is necessary as the
current system is reaching the end
of its life cycle. Westchester Coun-
ty and its municipalities maintain
37 primary and 3 secondary PSAPs
that handle 911 calls. This project
represents the second replacement
of 911 equipment. This Act under-
scores the County’s ongoing com-
mitment to leveraging technology
for community safety. m

arms while picking up or dropping off
schoolchildren. This law also expands
enforcement tools within the County,
with the goal of significantly reducing
the number of violations that continue
to threaten the health, safety, and well-
being of students.

As part of the amendment, a new
requirement mandates that any record-
ed images of a violation must include
an electronic indicator showing that
the school bus’s red signal lamps were
flashing at the time. This enhancement
is intended to strengthen the ability of
authorities to prosecute offenders ef-
fectively.

The importance of this measure

resonates strongly with educators and
public safety advocates. With driver in-
attentiveness on the rise, ensuring the
safety of schoolchildren has become
an urgent priority. Families need to feel
confident that their children’s journey
to and from school is protected. Reck-
less drivers who ignore the law and fail
to stop for school buses must be iden-
tified and prosecuted to the fullest ex-
tent possible.

This initiative reflects a broader
commitment to safeguarding the most
vulnerable members of the commu-
nity, emphasizing the County’s dedica-
tion to both student safety and effec-
tive law enforcement. m

Combating Climate Change

Climate change impacts every one of us,

and addressing its challenges requires col-
laboration and proactive solutions. My of-

fice i1s working closely with local municipal
officials and the County’s newly appointed
Director of Flood Mitigation and Stability,

Dean Tarulli, to ensure our communities re-

ceive the resources and support they need.

I’m proud to announce the Board’s approval
of two major 2024 capital flood mitigation
projects for District 11: $16 million for Pel-

ham and $6 million for Pelham Manor. As
your county legislator, I remain committed

to safeguarding the homes, livelihoods, and futures of residents most vul-
nerable to the effects of climate change. m
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Pelham Together

I am deeply honored to support
Pelham Together in expanding essen-

tial youth programs. Investing in our
young people is one of the most impor-
tant things we can do for our commu-
nity. Pelham Together’s efforts to pro-
vide summer internships, year-round
employment, connections with trusted
adults and peers, and mental health
support are crucial for the well-being
of all Pelham youth.

Our young people are facing real

challenges, including high levels of
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anxiety and depression, long waitlists
for affordable therapy, and the need
for greater awareness around issues
like binge drinking and edibles. Pel-
ham Together creates a hub of oppor-
tunities and resources that will address
these needs and offer our youth and
families the support they deserve. I am
proud to stand with Pelham Together
in this important work and to help
provide the resources that will make
a difference in the lives of our young
people. m

Arts Westchester Challenge Grant Event

More Affordable
Housing is Coming
to District 11

In June, the Board unani-
mously approved a Bond and
Land Acquisition Act to pro-
mote the creation of affordable
housing in New Rochelle. The
Land Acquisition Act allows
for the purchase and transfer of
property for the construction of
affordable condominium units.
The Bond Act will finance the
property’s acquisition and the
project’s planning phase. These
affordable units will be targeted
toward households earning at or
below 100% of the area median
income and will remain afford-
able for a minimum of 50 years.
Additional funding is anticipated
from various sources, including
state subsidies and tax credits. ®
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